
 

 
 

 

 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,  

 

“The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases,  

his mercies never come to an end; 

 they are new every morning; 

great is your faithfulness.”  (Lamentations 3:22-33) 

 

There are a lot of changes that we go through in our 

lives. Changes in our bodies as we grow up, and grow 

older. Changes in our minds as we go to school, and 

read, and study. Changes in relationships. Changes in 

our families.  

 

We are starting to see changes all around us as fields are 

prepared, and we begin the planting season.  

 

There are changes in our church as we come to the end 

of another Sunday School year. Thanks to all of the 

people responsible for the Christian education of our 

children and youth! We especially celebrate with our 8th 

graders who will be confirmed on Sunday, May 14. This 

year’s class is Jack Moody, Anna Ostby, and Landan 

Provino. Please keep them in your prayers as they stand 

before our congregation and affirm the promises that 

their parents made on their behalf when they were 

baptized.  

 

There are changes as we celebrate and bless another 

group of seniors, also on May 14. Our high school 
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seniors are Adam Bodenham, Leah Johnson, Nick 

Sandeen, and McKenna White.  

 

I am blessed on a personal level, as my oldest, 

Nathanael, graduates from high school this year. What 

changes we have seen in him in the 18 years that we 

have celebrated life with him!  

 

There are also changes in the life of SELC as we say 

goodbye to Debbie Swanson. We have been blessed 

with the 20 years that she has been our organist. Debbie 

has given Sunday, May 14, as the last day of her serving 

here at Swedesburg. Please make sure that you let her 

know just how much you appreciate all that she has 

done for us.  

 

Lots of changes. But in the midst of all of these changes 

we can hold on to the words of Lamentations. “The 

steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, his mercies 

never come to an end.” Thank God that He is with us 

through all of life’s changes.  
 

Love in Christ,  

 
Pastor Mark 

 

May Worship Schedule 
Sundays in May 

  8:30 a.m. Confirmation in the parsonage (May 7) 

  9:00 a.m. Adult Sunday School in the Parish Hall 

  9:00 a.m. Sunday School in lower level (May 7, 14, & 21) 

10:00 a.m. Worship 

 

Wednesdays in May 

  7:00 p.m. Women’s Bible Study 



Congregation Council and 

Church Finance Notes 
The Council will meet at 7 p.m. on Thursday, May 18, 2017. Council 

meeting minutes are posted on the bulletin board in the church 

narthex (entryway). Council minutes are also available in the church 

office.  

Through April 25, 2017: 

 Giving $79,265.73 

 Expenses $65,471.22 

 Mission Support $7,504.14 

 Net Income  $6,290.37 

 
Any church committee meeting may be attended by anyone. You do 

not have to be a member of that group to attend their meeting. We 

encourage you to attend the meeting(s) of your choice. All 

committees will meet in the church lower level unless otherwise 

stated. If you have any concerns regarding any of the committees, 

please direct them to a committee member, especially the council 

representative to that committee.  
 

Social Ministry 
Thank you for your support of the Social Ministry Committee’s recent 

Spring Brunch! Your generous donations will help us in all of our 

projects.  

 

On Saturday, April 29, our committee will be putting together May 

baskets for the older members of the Swedesburg and Olds churches.  

 

We have also committed to helping serve the Fellowship Cup and 

WACO Summer Sacks. Watch for more information as we need your 

help to do this.  

 

Thanks for your support of Fellowship Cup this last quarter. For April 

through May we are lifting up the work of the Ronald McDonald 

House in Iowa City. To donate please note in the memo of your check 

“Ronald McDonald House.” Thank you for your support of this 

worthwhile mission.  

 

  



Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America  

(WELCA) 
This year, the Women of the ELCA (WELCA) created 86 quilts. They 

also delivered approximately 100 bars of soap in a 21 pound box, 36 

personal care kits, and 35 quilts for head start. Thank you to all the 

volunteers!  

 

A sincere thank you goes to the women of our church who so ably 

helped with the Spring Cluster 8 Women of the ELCA Gathering on 

Wednesday, April 19. As the host church, there were many duties 

performed. Thank you for the way in which you fulfilled them! 

 

 
 

 



Sunday School- Digging In 

to the Life of Jesus! 
 
 

It’s hard to believe we are wrapping up the Sunday School, with only 

a few short weeks left. We will have two regular lessons in May (7th 

and 14th), with a year-end “fun day” to celebrate on May 21st. After 

May 21st, we are on summer break. 

 

We’ve had a great year, digging deep into the life of Jesus. The kids 

have learned that Jesus forgives. Jesus has power over death. Jesus 

wants US in his family. Jesus is the Messiah. Jesus heals. Jesus is 

God’s son. Jesus loves us no matter what. And, that’s just a sampling 

of some of the topics we’ve covered. Our hope, is through these 

lessons and by “going deep” into one specific attribute of Jesus each 

Sunday, the kids know Jesus personally. We are trying to make Jesus 

as real to them as possible- not just an abstract figure you hear stories 

about. And, we’ll continue to build on this depth of knowledge the 

children are building next fall. (We can’t wait!) 

 

One final thing…who’s up for roller-skating? EVERYONE is invited 

to join us for ROLLERSKATING at Kenny’s Roller Ranch in 

Burlington on May 7th. (We usually make an ice cream stop on our 

way home, too!) Please let the church office or Emily Kann know if 

you can come. The more the merrier!!! 

 

 

Roller Skating 
The congregation is invited to go roller skating on Sunday, May 7. 

We have reserved Kenny's Roller Ranch in Burlington from 4:30-6:30 

that day. The cost is $5 which covers skating, a hot dog, and drink. 

You are encouraged to invite 

 friends to this great family activity. 

Evangelism Committee 
Coffee cups with the SELC logo filled with Hershey’s Kisses will be 

given to guests to worship. The cups are available in the narthex for 

all members, donations welcome.  

 

 



Swedesburg Luther League 
10 youth from Swedesburg (including a few friends), Cherry Sandeen, 

and Pastor Mark will be going on a mission trip from June 10-17. We 

will be a part of a group of 244 participants from the Southeastern 

Iowa and Grand Canyon Synods. 25 congregations will journey 

together to Las Vegas where we will learn about homelessness and 

participate in mission projects there.  

Then we will travel to the Grand Canyon where we will be made 

more aware of ecology issues. Phoenix will be our next stop where 

the emphasis will be on human trafficking. Finally, in Tucson we will 

participate in projects concerning immigration.  

 

The youth will report back to the congregation on Sunday, June 18, as 

they tell about their experiences.  

 

The youth are extremely thankful for all of your support! We are not 

quite to the amount needed for the trip. The trip participants will be 

giving temple talks during the Sundays in May, with the opportunity 

to donate to this unforgettable experience.  

 

We will continue to collect beverage cans and bottles in the west 

entrance to the church. Let the church office know if you need these 

items to be picked up at your home.  
 

Women’s Bible Study 
Women meet at 7 p.m. in lower level of the church each Wednesday. 

 

Worship & Music 
The weekly attendance during April is reported below: 

Sunday, April 2  103 

April 5 (Wednesday in Lent)    60 

Sunday, April 9   120 

Maundy Thursday, April 13    56 

Good Friday, April 14    59 

Sunday, April 16 (Easter)  213 

Sunday, April 23  106 

 

The offerings for April 2, 9, and 16 equaled $14,094.42. 

 

 



Radio Sponsorship 
Our radio sponsors for May: 

  7 An anonymous church member 

14 Craig and Peggy Grothe 

21 An anonymous church member 

28 Mary Benson 
 

Thank you for sponsoring the radio broadcast. Opportunities remain 

to sponsor the radio broadcast during the coming months. One 

sponsor family per week may be sponsored at $50 or two families can 

co-sponsor one week at $25 each. Please sign up on the sheet in the 

narthex (entryway). 

 

If you like to listen to our worship services, you may really enjoy 

listening to a shortened service each Sunday morning at 11:30 a.m. on 

the radio at 105.5 KILJ FM.  

 

Our entire hourly weekly worship service may be listened to on the 

church website: www.swedesburglutheran.org. Click on “weekly 

worship services”, and then select “Launch Media Player”. Click on 

the weekly service you wish to listen to. Only a couple of month’s 

recordings are kept on this site at one time. 

 

Each month’s church newsletter is available on our website: 

www.swedesburglutheran.org. Click on “calendar”, then “newsletter”, 

and then click any month to read it. 

 

You may see the church calendar on the website. Changes are made to 

it as they occur. Check out our website! 

 

Luther League Mission Trip 
10 youth will join Cherry Sandeen and Pastor Mark on June 10-17 for 

a mission trip to Las Vegas, Tucson, Phoenix, and the Grand Canyon. 

Along the way they will be learning about issues of homelessness, 

human trafficking, immigration, and ecology.  

 

Thank you for the support you have given them as they raise the funds 

for this trip! We continue to collect pop cans and bottles in the west 

entrance of the church.  

http://www.swedesburglutheran.org/
http://www.swedesburglutheran.org/


 

Congratulations to these Graduates 
We will recognize our graduates on Sunday, May 14, 2017. 

Congratulations to the following members or family of members who 

graduate this spring: 

Adam Bodenham graduates from Mt. Pleasant Community 

School District. 

Leah Johnson graduates from Mt. Pleasant Community School 

District. 

Nicholas Sandeen graduates from Mt. Pleasant Community 

School District.  

McKenna White graduates from WACO Community School 

District. 

Austin Bergstrom graduates from Ohio State in May. He is the 

son of Brian and Diane Bergstrom; grandparents are Patricia King 

and Vicky Bergstrom. 

Aaron Kempf graduates from Mt. Mercy University May 21, 

2017, with a BBA in finance. 

Amanda Stout graduates from the University of Iowa with a 

Bachelor of Arts in Music and Arts. 

 

 

Happy Mother’s Day! 

Mother’s Day is a time to celebrate the strong, loving women in your 

life. At Lutheran Services in Iowa (LSI), we see thousands of Iowa 

moms through their journey to build the brightest future for their 

children.  

We see moms turning to LSI’s Mental Health or Behavioral Health 

Intervention Services to ensure their child is receiving the coping 

skills and behavioral supports they need to thrive. In our Early 

Childhood Services, we see young first-time moms who are eager to 

join our parenting education classes and support groups. In 2016, 

LSI’s Early Childhood programs provided support to 552 first-time 



parents. We are so inspired to hear their stories and see their hard 

work pay off as they raise our next generation.  

 

As you celebrate Mother’s Day this year, remember how many Iowa 

moms are being empowered because of your support. If you are 

looking for a way to honor your mother this year, please consider 

giving a gift in her name at www.LSIowa.org.  

 

Thank you for standing alongside our Iowa families.  

 

Our Mission: Lutheran Services in Iowa responds to the love of Jesus 

Christ through compassionate service. LSI is an affiliated social 

ministry partner of the Iowa congregations of the ELCA (Evangelical 

Lutheran Church in America) and a member of LSA (Lutheran 

Services in America). We proudly serve people of all ages, abilities, 

religions, sexes, gender identities, national origins, ethnicities, races, 

and sexual orientations. Learn more at www.LSIowa.org and 

www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa. 

 

It Takes a Village 

When Fan’s first child, Rain, was born, she was determined to raise 

him to be gentle, patient, and independent. But as he entered his 

crawling, walking, and climbing phases, things began to change.  

 

Originally from China, Fan was not well connected in her community. 

When Rain became a very mobile and curious toddler, she had no 

other parents to talk with about how to handle his latest 

developmental stages.  

 

Fan turned to LSI’s People Place, a family and community resource 

center in Ames. The program provides parents with access to low-cost 

or free parenting classes, support groups, and home visitations. For 

low-income families like Fan’s, People Place is a life-changing 

resource.  

 

Now Rain can play with other children his age at People Place, and 

Fan has a chance to meet more parents with similar life experiences.  

 

“They’ve helped me a lot by answering my concerns when he’s 

growing or developing a problem,” Fan says. “Someone else there 

might be having the same problem, so you can connect with them. It’s 

http://www.lsiowa.org/
http://www.lsiowa.org/
http://www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa


a lot more fun to learn in a group how to raise your kids instead of 

doing it alone.”  

 

Federal Privacy Laws 
Because of Federal Privacy Laws (HIPPA-Health Insurance Privacy 

and Portability Act), if you or a member of your family are 

hospitalized and would like the Pastor to visit, please contact the 

church office at (319) 254-2216, or Pastor Mark at (319) 631-8564. 
 

You Are Invited… 

Nick Sandeen Open House 

Friday, May 12
th
 

5 p.m. - ? 

Nick’s House 

2004 Hwy 78, Winfield, Iowa 
In the event of rain the location will be moved to the 

Swedesburg Parish Hall, 201 Academy Avenue, Swedesburg 

 

You are invited… 

Nathanael Youngquist’s Graduation Party 

Sunday, May 28, from 1:30 – 4:00 p.m. 
Christ the King Lutheran Church 

325 Mormon Trek Blvd., Iowa City 

 

Thank you’s 
Words cannot begin to express how much we appreciated the 

outpouring of prayers, cards, calls and love we received for Randy 

and our family. We are truly thankful to have the support of Pastor, 

the church and community. 

Chris Morgan and family 

 

I write to you today to say thank you for answering our Lord’s call, 

for the gifts you and your congregation have shared in support of 

ELCA World Hunger. It is because of these gifts that we are able to 

walk alongside communities around the world to build long-term, 

sustainable solutions to hunger and poverty. 

The Rev. Daniel Rift 

Director, ELCA World Hunger and Disaster Appeal 

 



What a blessing! We are grateful for our friends at Swedesburg 

Evangelical Lutheran—thank you for helping the hands that heal! 

Kim Dickey 

Director for Mission Development 

Global Health Ministries 

 

Thank you so much for Swedesburg’s donations to support LSI and 

the programs on the Beloit and Bremwood campuses. Because of you, 

Iowa’s most vulnerable kids and families are finding the strength they 

need to thrive. Thank you for providing Iowa kids with hope and 

healing. 

With gratitude, Jason Lee 

Vice President of Philanthropy and Church Relations 

Lutheran Services in Iowa 

 

Thank you for your gift to Lutheran Disaster Response. We cannot do 

this important work without you. Your gift allows Lutheran Disaster 

Response to carry forward a legacy of responding quickly and 

effectively based on local needs. Often, in the areas hardest hit, we are 

already poised with dedicated colleagues, trusted partners and a 

network of affiliates and companion churches. Thank you. As church 

together, we get to provide hope and light while reconstruction, in 

many forms, moves forward. With gratitude for your partnership in 

this ministry. 

The Rev. Daniel Rift 

Director, ELCA World Hunger and Disaster Appeal 

 

 

Thank you for preparing and serving the lunch after Kenny’s service. 

It means so very much to us to have it taken care of. 

Bea Tolander & family 

 

To our church family, 

Thank you for your prayers and expressions of sympathy at Kenny’s 

passing. And thank you to Pastor Mark for his faithful care at a very 

busy time. God is good in so many ways. 

Bea Tolander and Family 

 

On behalf of Young House Family Services, thank you for your 

recent donation of $250. We greatly appreciate your kindness! Young 

House Family Services is grateful for your support and investment in 



our programs, helping us to make a difference in the lives of children 

and families.  

 

For over forty years Young House Family Services has reached out to 

meet the spiritual, physical, and emotional needs of children and 

families in our community. We have established a reputation for 

delivering high quality, effective services that help families achieve 

safety, stability and well-being. It is only possible through the 

generosity and kindness we depend on from our community 

partnerships. Thank you.  

Sincerely, Shauna Freitag, MSW, Administrator 

Young House Family Services 

 

Thank you for your generous donation. New clients sign up every 

week for food assistance. Together, we are seeking to make a 

difference in Henry County. 

 

Programs are growing! We pray to continue to be good stewards of 

the resources that are donated to the Fellowship Cup. Numerous 

families have signed up for assistance. The Medical Equipment 

Library is serving residents with necessary helping devices. RSVP 

SHIIP helps individuals discover insurance plans. The Fellowship 

Cup continues to find new ways to serve our community. 

Sincerely, Ken Brown, Executive Director 

Light Up Henry County 

       

  



 

We pray for all our church members throughout the year. Each week 

we will pray for about five church families. Please pray in May for: 

 

May 7: 
Dennis & Susan Hult and Laura 

Esther Hult 

Kristofer Hult 

Duayne & Michelle Hultquist 

Dwight & Kelly Hultquist, Katelyn White &  

McKenna White 

Stephanie Hummell & Joe LaBarbera, Michael, 

Anthony, Aurora and Vincent 
 

May 14: 
Paul & Megan Jacobson, Cadon 

Brett Johnson 

Brian Johnson 

Daniel Johnson 

Gary Johnson 

Mark Johnson 
 

May 21: 
Marie Johnson 

Todd & Susan Johnson, Emily & Leah 

Brandon & Renae Jones, Jaxton, Oliver, and Scarlet 

Robert & Sara Jones 

Monte & Emily Kann, Isabel & Ella 
 

May 28: 
Larry & Carole Kaufman 

Mark & Mary Ann Kaufman, Fotini, Margaret and   

 Christina 

Kris & Michelle Kelley 

Trever Kelley 

Tyler Kelley  

 



May Birthdays 
We wish the following people a very happy birthday: 
 

2 Anthony Kemp- 

      LaBarbera 

 Hailey Ryan 

 3 David Hult 

 Keith Zihlman 

 4 Cragon Caboth 

 Tyson Unkrich 

 5 Mary Lee VanEgdon 

 Emily Stout 

 6 Sawyer Fulton 

 Caden Jacobson 

 David Lindeen 

 Eric Lindeen 

 Dan Peterson 

  8 Kailey Emerson 

 Owen Niemann 

11 Mary Lou Rodgers 

 Ralph Sandeen 

12 Craig Grothe 

 Kristina McArtor 

13 Helen Mullin 

 

 

 

 

14 Joel Brown 

 Dan Hanze 

 Katelyn McArtor 

15 Dalton Provino 

 Andrea Speidel 

16 Jan Towne 

 Jennifer Wagner  

 JonViev Whitaker 

18 John Chrisinger 

19 Matthew Tolander 

24 Teresa Cluney 

 Brett Johnson 

 Darci Zoss 

25 Vicky Bergstrom 

 Steve Emerson 

26 Kathleen Klopfenstein 

27 Linda McGohan 

28 Hannah Zihlman 

29 Eldon Beichter 

30 Cindy Gott 

 Dave Merrifield 

 Hallie Sandeen 

 Marjorie Tolander 

31 Brenda Gott 

May Anniversaries 
We wish to offer these couples a happy anniversary: 

  5  Monte and Emily Kann 

 Cragon & Jean Caboth 

  7  Dwight and Kelly Hultquist 

14  David and Shannon Sells 

20 Michael and Karla Kerr 

 Derek and Tina Mullin 

27  Todd and Susan Johnson 

 Dave and Becky   

    Rauenbuehler 

30  Tom and Sharon Miller 
 

Please help the church office update their records by submitting any birthday, 

anniversary or any other corrections. Thank you.  



 

PRAY FOR: 
 The family of Randy Morgan upon his passing on February 25, 

2017. 

 

 The Family of Bob Johnson upon his passing on March 2, 2017. 

 

 The Family of Kenny Tolander upon his passing on April 9, 2017. 

 

 ELCA missionary Rev. Brian Palmer in Liberia, supported by this 

congregation.  

 

 for Bishop Mjema of the Pare Diocese, Pr. John Kinkoro and 

people of Ngaeni Lutheran Parish, our partner congregation in 

Tanzania.  

 

 friends and loved ones experiencing health concerns. 
 

THANKS ARE DUE . . . 
 to all the participants in the Light up Henry County luminary 

display at the Parish Hall. 

 

 to the choir for adding such joyful music to our worship during 

the year. 

 

 to the youth who played their trumpets and accompanied the 

hymns on Easter Sunday. 

 

to the Confirmation students for taking part in the skits during 

lent. 

 
**We have a new password for the internet at the parish hall. It is dyj483ze2m. 

 
Please remember that Confirmed church members need to commune and have a 

contribution on record by the end of 2017 in order to be eligible vote at the next 

annual meeting. By signing your name on the friendship pad, you confirm that you 

have communed during that worship service.  



- 
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